
"Superior Performance" 

Valerie began bowling in Harford County in 1978 when she went 
to watch her Mom and Sister bowl in a league at Harford Lanes. 
She soon became a regular in the Thursday Night Ladies Late 
League on a team with her Mom and sister Pam. After a few 
seasons and an improvement in average she was asked to sub in 
the Friday Night Ladies Classic Scratch League, she became a 
regular after 2 years on the waiting list and a lot of subbing. Once 
a regular bowler, this was her primary league. She bowled in the 
Classic League until joining a mixed team in the Bill Snavely 
Scratch League. While bowling in this league her average saw the 
most improvement and she maintained her highest averages. After 
5 years away from the game, she was asked to bowl in a mixed 
league in Forest Hill and enjoyed two years in this league until 
eventually finding herself back at Harford Lanes, where she 
continues to bowl. 

Valerie has bowled in many leagues and in most Houses in Harford County to include the Thursday 
Night League at Fair Lanes Edgewood, Friday Early Mixed League at Forest Hill Lanes, and a Men 
Scratch League in Bel Air Bowl as a member of the only all-women’s team. 

She also bowled for two years in a woman’s scratch league in Delaware in the 1980’s. Her high game 
was bowled in Fair Lanes Edgewood and her first 700 in the Mens Scratch League at Bel Air Bowl. 
Her highest averages were in leagues at Harford Lanes. She has bowled with many people over the past
35 years but constant has always been her sister Pam who has always been there to provide support on 
and off the lanes. 

Valerie currently serves as a Director on the Harford County USBC Women’s Bowling Association. 
She also served as the Secretary/Treasurer of the HCWBA 500 Club (4 yrs), 600 Club (5 yrs) and the 
Maryland State 700 Club (5 yrs). 

Valerie comes from an athletic family – all bowlers! Her father, R. Wayne Bowen, USN (Ret.) and her 
mother, Betty Bowen Malkov were avid bowlers and quite accomplished in the game. Her mother was 
a junior bowler coach and taught her to bowl when she was seven. Her sister Pam is a HCUSBCWBA 
and Maryland State HOF member. Her other siblings Karen and Eric spent many years in league and 
tournament competition and have many accomplishments in the game. Her daughter Ocie bowled in 
junior leagues and continues to bowl in adult leagues. The love of the sport continues in the family. 

The league play and tournament competition has brought about many lasting memories and wonderful 
experiences but it is the enduring friendships for the past 35 years that she sees as her ultimate bowling 
accomplishment.



Accomplishments 

Member of HCUSBCWBA 35 years

2013 - Inducted into the Maryland State Hall of Fame for Superior Performance
 

HCUSBCWBA Tournaments:

1984 Association Tournament: Scratch Doubles (P. Jones)

1993 Association Tournament All Events Handicap

1996 Association Tournament All Events Scratch

2001 Association Tournament: Scratch Doubles – (P. Jones).

2001 Association Tournament: Scratch Team (C.McCallum, K Connors, P. Jones)

 

Maryland State Tournaments:

1985 State Tournament Scratch Doubles – (P. Jones)

1986 State Tournament: Team Scratch – (N. Barnard, C. Jewell, P. Jones).

1986 State Tournament: All Events Scratch

1986 State Tournament: Scratch Doubles – (P. Jones).

1997 State Tournament: Team scratch – (C. McCallum, K. Connors, P. Jones).

1997 State Tournament: Scratch All Events

1997 State Tournament: Scratch Doubles (P. Jones).
 

Mixed Tournaments:

1998 Mixed Team Scratch (A. Abraham, P. Jones, S. Tarbert).

1999 Mixed Team Handicap (A. Abraham, P. Jones, S. Tarbert).

1999 Mixed Team Scratch (A. Abraham, P. Jones, S. Tarbert)

2001 Men's Team Scratch (A. Abraham, P. Jones, M. Moscato, S. Finely).

2003 Mixed Scratch Team - (M. Moscato, E. Ripken, J. Vananzo).



WIBC top 10 finishes:

3rd place Singles Nationals – Reno, NV

7th place All Events Nationals – Reno, NV

9th Place Singles Nationals – Quad Cities

10th Place All Events Nationals – Quad Cities 

Special League Accomplishments:

2000-2001 CHCBA Single Game Scratch Record of 1306 in the Bill Snavely Scratch League (V. 
Marshall 233, A. Abraham 289, M. Moscato 258, P. Jones 290. S. Finley 236).

1st Woman in League Play to have a 700 series in Bel Air Bowl.

Have won numerous leagues- High Average, series, game awards

600 Club Titles (2)
 

Other Bowling Achievements:

2000 HCWBA Highest Game award – 299

1984 Harford Lanes Invitational Championship

Career High Game – 299 - Career High Series - 752

Highest Average: 206 (200+ average from 2002-2007)


